
Older Intersex People: 
A Pan-European Intersectional Approach

Adeline Berry a.berry2@hud.ac.uk   Supervisor: Professor Surya Monro

• 1. European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights. (2015). The fundamental rights situation 
of intersex people. https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2015/fundamental-rights-situation-
intersex-people

• 2. United Nations. (2015). Campaign Fact Sheet: Intersex. Office of the High Commissioner 
for Human Rights. Retrieved from https://unfe.org/system/unfe-65-Intersex_ 
Factsheet_ENGLISH.pdf

• 3. Reis, E. (2009). Bodies in doubt: An American history of intersex. JHU Press.
• 4. Davis, G., & Preves, S. (2019). Reflecting on intersex. The Kaleidoscope of Gender: 

Prisms, Patterns, and Possibilities, 24.
• 5. Rosenwohl-Mack A, Tamar-Mattis S, Baratz AB, Dalke KB, Ittelson A, Zieselman K, et al. 

(2020) A national study on the physical and mental health of intersex adults in the U.S.. 
PLoS ONE 15(10): e0240088

• 6. Preves, S. E. (2003). Intersex and identity: The contested self. Rutgers University.
• Press. 
• 7. Money, J., Hampson, J. G., & Hampson, J. L. (1957). Imprinting and the establishment of 

gender role. AMA Archives of Neurology & Psychiatry, 77(3), 333-336.
• 8. Griffiths, D. A. (2018). Diagnosing sex: Intersex surgery and ‘sex change’ in Britain 1930–

1955. Sexualities, 21(3), 476-495.
• 9. Crenshaw, K. (1990). Mapping the margins: Intersectionality, identity politics, and violence 

against women of color. Stan. L. Rev., 43, 1241.
• 10. Langdridge, D. (2007). Phenomenological psychology: Theory, research and method. 

Pearson education.
• BBC. (2020, Feb 17). [Photograph of older intersex person]. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-

england-humber-51494730
• ISNA. (n.d.). [Photograph of Phall-O-Meter]. https://wellcomecollection.org/works/pungyjzh

REFERENCES

• This project aims to facilitate an understanding of the 

issues and marginalities faced by intersex people older 

than 50 years of age in Europe through an exploration of 

their life histories and lived experiences

• The objectives of this research are to gather reflections on 

early years through ageing

• Document lifelong effects of early medical interventions

• Document formation of identity in the absence of cultural 

representation

• Document impact of intersex on familial, social and 

romantic relationships

• Document experiences of legal difficulties and 

discrimination

• Measure access to medical care and how 

well existing structures meet their needs

AIMS & OBJECTIVES

• Intersex is an umbrella term for bodily characteristics that 

do not align with medical binary standards for what is 

typically considered male or female1

• As many as 1.7 percent of all births may be considered 

intersex2

• Since the 1950s, based on the theories of Dr John Money, 

it is common for surgery to be performed to align the 

bodies of intersex children with a binary sex3

• Intersex people often have their medical histories hidden 

from them4

• There is very little literature on intersex lives following 

medical interventions5,6 

• As Dr Money’s theories7 continue to prevail8, it is important 

that the voices of older intersex people are heard to inform 

policy and procedure

INTRODUCTION
• 20 interviews with intersex people older than 50 from 

across Europe

• Snowball sampling through gatekeeper organisations like 

OII Europe

• Interviews will be held in person where possible, but over 

MS Teams where necessary

• The services of professional interpreters will be retained 

where necessary

• Informed by intersectionality theory9

• A Critical Narrative Analysis will be performed, permitting 

analysis on macroscopic and microscopic levels10

THEORY & METHODS
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